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President’s Ram
Happy New Year!
I hope this holiday season has been as enjoyable for everyone as it has been for me. We are approaching the end
of 2006 and ready to welcome in 2007. In 2007 I am looking forward to new demonstrations – Microsoft Vista,
Microsoft’s Office 2007, and my personal favorite… Flight Simulator X. Please contact Julio to schedule any
new items you would like to demonstrate to the club.
The Holiday Party was another great success. Special thanks to Linda (our chairperson, I think she volunteered
to do it again next year), Robin for finding the freebies, Dorothy and Winnie for manning the door and managing
the money, Donna for the kitchen stuff, J.J. for the ham , turkey, and, of course, his passion for taking pictures,
Jim for being Santa’s helper, and, last but not least, Dave for supplying the great music. Everyone had a good
time. If I have forgotten anyone please don’t hesitate to let me know.
With the new year, our attention is on nominations and election of club officers. Nominations start in February
and conclude at April’s meeting with the election of the new board. So now is the time to start your campaigning – What office would you like to hold?
Now for some sad news, I would like to extend my and the club’s condolences to Jack and Winnie Frost on the
passing of Jack Frost, Sr. Our prayers and thoughts go out to you.
Looking forward to seeing you all at the next meeting.
Mike

I would also like to thank everyone on my committee and especially to all of you who attended our Holiday Party. I think it was a great time and not because I won a few prizes. This year I can say that I actually didn’t win the most prizes.
If you continue reading, you will have to listen to me “brag” just a bit.
As you are all aware there was a terrifying (at least to me) snow storm on December 1st, the day before
our party. As luck would have it, I took a snow day off on that Friday. I had no intentions of going anywhere that day… except that I HAD to pick up the building key so that we could get into the extension site
on Saturday.
I did put it off as long as I could. I must have made 300 phone calls to the extension site to see if anyone
was there to give me the key. They never did answer the phone, but I decided at 2:30 p.m. that I couldn’t
wait any longer to brave the elements and try to get the key.
Continued to page 5
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SanDisk introduces 32GB Flash-based
notebook drive
January 4, 2007 @ 9:34PM, by Matt Woodwardc
The hard drive is a critical component of every modern computer system. It loads and stores practically
everything about the computer,
from the OS to all the programs to
every data bit and document. Yet
the hard drive is based on a mechanical spinning disk system that
is ultimately prone to failure, usually due to the stress of heat and motion. Laptop
hard drives typically take more abuse than their
desktop counterparts and therefore have an even
higher rate of failure. Fortunately, SanDisk has
taken the first steps to potentially ending all of this.
The company has developed a new solid-state 32GB
hard drive for notebooks that is based entirely on
NAND flash RAM.
The 32GB SanDisk SSD UATA 5000 is only a 1.8"
form-factor drive, but it has mighty impressive
specifications despite its size: 62MB/sec sustained
throughput, 0.12ms average access time, and it
draws only 0.4 watts. This means that the SanDisk
SSD has an average access time that is more than
100 times faster than any notebook hard drive, and it
draws 50 to 87 percent less power than most notebook hard drives. While its sustained throughput is
roughly on par with most notebooks, it should be
noted that the throughput is the same regardless of
whether it is reading at the beginning or the end of
the drive. (Hard disks typically have higher throughput rates on their outer tracks and slower throughput
rates on their inner tracks.) In addition, everything is
solid-state, so there are no moving parts. Even if you
are the type to drop or bang your laptop around on a
regular basis, there are no hard disk heads to crash
into spinning platters.
Although flash memory can be known to eventually
"wear out" due to writing to the same area repeatedly, modern flash memory controllers have automatic "wear-leveling" to ensure longevity of the device by making sure that sectors are being written to
evenly and bad sectors are dynamically remapped to
good ones. According to SanDisk, the SSD UATA

somewhat prohibitive at $600. It would seem that
SanDisk's target market is currently the enterprise
user, but naturally as flash memory prices continue to
come down and more flash manufacturers get into the
hard drive business, we should expect to see them in
consumer-grade laptops in the proverbial three to five
years.
Submitted by Jim Rutledge

from the New York Times

MicroSoft and Ford Combine Products
By John Markoff
Published January 7, 2007
LAS VEGAS, Jan. 7 — Bill Gates, the chairman of
Microsoft, is using the Consumer Electronics Show
here to highlight several new consumer-oriented
products and to unveil a partnership with the Ford
Motor Company to build Microsoft technology into
several Ford models.
The show, the largest trade event in North America,
has become an annual forum for Mr. Gates to mix
product announcements with computer-filled visions
of future Microsoft-based technologies.
In remarks prepared for delivery on Sunday night,
the eve of the show, he sought to differentiate Microsoft from other companies by showing how its
software products tie together a range of consumer
activities including games, interactive television,
communications and music. A Microsoft executive
briefed reporters on the presentation on Friday.
Among the announcements was the introduction of a
hardware upgrade to the Xbox 360 video-game system that will permit the system to deliver the Microsoft interactive television service being offered by
partners, including AT&T. The system will duplicate many capabilities of the Media Center version
of the Windows operating system, like the ability to
record and play back digital video.
Microsoft and Ford are to offer a system called
Sync, a voice-activated method for connecting cellphones and media players — like Microsoft’s Zune
— to a vehicle. Similar systems are widely available
in Japanese and German automobiles. Sync, the first
major commercial introduction of the Microsoft
Auto software, offers hands-free phone dialing and
can read incoming text messages through the car’s
audio system.
Microsoft is also introducing a consumer software
product called Windows Home Server that will be
marketed with several partners, including HewlettPackard. It will be an appliancelike device that will
Continued to page 5
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Writing about the flaw Symantec security researcher Hon Lau said: "The ease [with]
which this weakness can be exploited is
breathtaking."

BBC News—January 5, 2007

So far no cyber criminals are thought to be
actively exploiting the Adobe Reader flaw but
code to do so has been produced.

Web users are
being urged to
upgrade their
Adobe reader
software as a security flaw is
found in older
versions of the
program.

Initially it was thought that only users of the
Firefox web browser were at risk but now it is
known that Internet Explorer users are vulnerable too.
Upgrading to version 8 of the Adobe Reader
software removes the risk of falling victim to
the flaw.

Millions of people
use the reader
software to view
documents prepared in the popular PDF format.

Continued from page 4

Security researchers said malicious
hackers exploiting The Reader software is used
the flaw could view by millions of people
victim's hard drives
or use it to make phishing scams look more plausible.
So far there is no evidence that the bug is being
exploited in the wild.
The flaw is found in the web browser plug-in of
the Adobe Reader software. Ordinarily this allows
PDF documents to be viewed in a browser window.
But by exploiting the flaw hi-tech criminals could
use links to PDF files stored on any website to
attack vulnerable Windows PCs.

connect to a home network and perform functions
like network-based backup and media and filesharing as well as functioning as a Web server. The
price will be between $400 and $500, according to
Microsoft executives. The product will be based on
Windows Server 2003, and not the company’s
newer Windows Vista operating system.
On the program with Mr. Gates was Robbie Bach,
the executive in charge of the company’s consumer
products, to demonstrate game play involving a PC
user running Windows Vista competing against a
home user playing the game on an Xbox 360.
There is no public timetable for such a capability, a
company executive said, adding that the feature
would not be available for all of the Xbox 360
games.
Another scheduled demonstration involved the current version of the Home of the Future, and installation at Microsoft headquarters with prototypes of
home-oriented technologies. Applications chosen
for the spotlight were radio-frequency ID tags and
displays for the walls of children’s bedrooms using
organic light-emitting diodes.

Information about the flaw in the Adobe reader
software was first revealed at the annual conference of the Chaos Computer Club - a venerable
German hacker group.
Since then security researchers have investigated
and found that it could also be used to view files
on the hard drive of a vulnerable PC.
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Continued from page 3
When I got there, nothing at the extension
center was plowed but the Farm Bureau had
had it’s parking lot plowed. I parked across
the street and walked over to the buildings.
There were three ladies at the Center when I
got there. I did get the key and the Center lot
was plowed by the time we got there Saturday morning.
Continued to page 6

The Hidden Costs of DIY Printing
Wed Jan 3, 2007 10:45AM EST
http://tech.yahoo.com

If companies like Kodak really want
us to buy their printers to make
prints, then they're going to have to
think a bit harder about making it an
economical choice. This epiphany
came to me as I spent the holidays
using Kodak's new EasyShare
printer. Don't get me wrong—the
new EasyShare G600 printer is marvelous. It's a dye-sublimation printer
that lets you dock your Kodak camera or use a variety of transfer options from USB or memory cards.
The printer is compact (it even has a carrying handle
and can run on optional batteries) and does simple
editing, including red-eye reduction. The dyesublimation technology prints gorgeous 4x6 photos,
and it's a cinch to use.

is 12 cents, with the first 20 prints free for new
members. At Walgreens, prints also cost about 12
cents each, but if you submit online you can pick up
the photos an hour later at a store near you. And instore kiosks at places such as Wal-Mart and CVS,
where you stand at the photo kiosk in the store, insert your memory card, and make your prints, are
also under 15 cents a print.
Sure, there are advantages to having your own
printer and immediate gratification, but there are
advantages to using online services, too, such as
sharing your photos with far-flung relatives immediately and getting free storage space. While Kodak's
newest printer makes it really simple to print fabulous photos, I'd say the pricing scheme needs further
investigation. What about you? Are you printing at
home or using the online services or in-store kiosks?

But if you do any sort of cost calculation, you'd need
your head examined to use it.

Continued from page 5

I learned this the hard way when a friend with a new
baby and a new Kodak EasyShare camera stopped by
to show off the camera (and the baby). "Hey," I said,
"I'm looking at the EasyShare G600 printer docking
station for a review right now. I could make you a
print and see how it looks." Famous last words. It
turns out that I had already made eight prints, and my
demo pack and ink cartridge were used up.
Eight prints from one ink cartridge? It turns out that
one of the "features" of the new Kodak docking station printer is that each package of paper has an ink
cartridge that's good for—get this—just as many
pieces of paper as are in the package. My eight-pack
was gone, and so was my ink (despite the fact that I
had plenty of 4x6 photo paper at home).
You can get larger packs of ink/paper, but because
every cartridge and paper pack lasts just as long as
the paper, it was easy for me to figure out what a
print costs. A replacement Kodak Photo Paper Kit
with 50 sheets of paper and the ink cartridge is available for $25. That's 50 cents a print. Yikes! I went to
Kodak EasyShare PhotoGallery to check the price of
ordering 4x6 prints online, and it was only 15 cents a
print. At rival online service SnapFish, a 4 x 6 print

So, I also want to thank the people at the
extension site for doing what they had to do
so that we could have our party there on
Saturday.

Thank you for a job well done.

EDITOR’S little CORNER:
OK? How many of you now own new computers? Tell us all the details—what brand, what
processing speed, how much memory, what size
processor, etc. How did you transfer everything
from the old machine to the new machine?
Write down the answers to all the questions and
… Wah Lah! … you’ve just written an article for
the News Journal.
See how easy it can be.
Try it. You’ll like seeing your name in a byline.
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From the New York Times
Tips for Protecting the Home Computer
By John Markoff
Published January 7, 2007
Botnet programs and other malicious software largely
take aim at PCs running the Microsoft Windows operating system, because Windows’ ubiquity makes it
fertile ground for network-based attacks.
Using a non-Windows-based PC may be one defense
against these programs, known as malware; in addition, anti-malware programs and antivirus utilities for
the PC are available from several vendors. Windows
users should use the Windows Update feature.
Microsoft itself entered the computer-security business last year and now offers a free malware-removal
tool for download from its Web site. The company
says the program removes about two million pieces
of malware each month, of which 200,000, or about
10 percent, are botnet infections.

Adding software to your browser like Noscript, a
plug-in utility, can limit the ability of remote programs to run potentially damaging programs on your
PC.
Security experts also offer these tips:
¶Don’t share your computer (on which you pay your
bills) with your children (who download games).
¶Use a firewall program that warns you about outgoing connections that botnets make to communicate with control software.
Don’t use the same password on more than one financial site.
¶Don’t let your browser store your password for
such sites.
¶Don’t buy anything offered by a spammer.
¶Don’t click if someone offers you something too
good to be true. It is.

Like Windows, Microsoft’s Internet Explorer
browser is also a large, convenient target for codewriting vandals. Alternative browsers, like Firefox
and Opera, may insulate users. Microsoft’s most recent browser release, Internet Explorer 7, is said to
offer significantly improved defenses.
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members

e-mail
Alleman, Elizabeth S.……………….…...esa2204@aol.com
Anderson, Jean M..…………………..jande77893@aol.com
Berg-Wells, Lois J.…………….....…...luludefl@yahoo.com
Bernal, Janet.....................................jgiftofgrace@yahoo.com
Busch, Linda………………………….lindashrub@juno.com
Cirvello, Walter..….……………………...waltc1@msn.com
Florian, Megan J..........................eddiegothann@hotmail.com
Frost, Jack…………………………..Jfrost13@sbcglobal.net
Frost, Winnie………… …...………wfrost13@sbcglobal.net
Gilbertson, Zack .................................zgilbertsen@gmail.com
Groth, Charlie……………………..…….cgroth2@juno.com
Grothann, Edward......................eddiegrothann@hotmail.com
Galla, Sue Ann………...…………...villesuzie@warpnet.net
Guthman, Carolyn A.…………………..carolyng5@aol.com
Halley, Jack W..…………………………...jack96@aol.com
Hanlon, Terri.……………………...terhanlon@comcast.com
Hobson, Marshia Y.............................omsgadget@yahoo.com
Kalinoski, Donna L………….…….….donnaleek@juno.com
Kelroy , Terri and Joe………………...jktkroy@comcast.net
Korell, Keith K.…………….…….….kkorell@sbcglobal.net
Kostelnik, Steve................................steve_kostelnik@usa.net
Krause, Scott C..........................scott.krause@neostudios.com
Lagoni, Doreen J..............................bearmagis1899@aol.com
Larkin, Lester…………………...LesLarkin@NetZero.net
Martin, Donald …………………..dmartin339@comcast.net
Martin, James K ..........................jimmy@jimmywireless.com
McDonald, Kathleen….……………………clbavp@aol.com
McDonald, Mark J….………………markym36@aol.com
McEnery, John S................................bigjohn1@optonline.net
McEnery, Mike……..…………....mmcenery@sbcglobal.net
Reinholds, Roy E………...….…………...uncleroy@iwie.net
Rivera, Julio & Lordes….…...…jlrivera@db3broadband.com
Ross-Rogers, Anna...................anna-ross-rogers@us.ing.com
Rutledge, James W….…………………......jrutnet@aol.com
Sadler, David A.....................................dasadler@comcast.net
Salsburg, Leslie D………………...…leslie164@juno.com
Schintgen, Paul………..………...………patys@theramp.net
Seidenberg, Lew ………………...…...…....drlew1@aol.com
Seidenberg, Robin ……………….…angusskechat@aol.com
Shaughnessy, Diane………………………...…..sditto@eww
Straw, Gerald………………….……..gkstraw@comcast.net
Urh, John L...............................................urhgeorge@aol.com
Vogt, Grace………………………...g.vogt@sbcglobal.net
Wells, Alden H.…………………….….luludefl@yahoo.com
As much as we try, we do make errors. Please advise us
if there is a mistake in your E-Mail address or if it is not
included in this listing. Send E-Mail to Ms. Dorothy
Sutherland at membership@lcace.org with the additions
and/or corrections. Thank you. This listing last updated
Sept. 23, 2006.

LCACE HOTLINE
Web Site: http://www.lcace.org

If you have a
Web Site
and would like to
advertise it here,
E-mail me at
editor@lcace.org

LCACE

Video / CD
Library
Learn Illustrator
Power Point XP
Digital Photography - The Easy Way

Take a good
look, you
just might
see
CLUB PICTURES

LCACE
at:
http://lcace.org/PhotoAlbums.htm

TIME TO RENEW
All memberships will now be renewable annually
on April 1st. This change in the paying of annual
dues will allow the Treasurer to budget our
money more closely. If you haven’t already renewed your membership, see Dorothy or Winnie
to find out your pro-rated amount.
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LCACE Online
View Our Site
http://www.lcace.org

E-Mail Us At:

webmaster@lcace.org

NEXT MEETING
January 13, 2007
Grayslake Public Library
100 Library Lane
Grayslake, IL
12:30 — 3:00 p.m.
This month:

Sign the Guest Book and tell us what you think
♦
♦
♦
♦

LCACE e-mail addresses
LCACE information
LCACE history and pictures
LCACE meeting, location, and map
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